THROWING-STICKS FROM MEXICO AND CALIFORNIA. 
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Otis T. Mason. 

Ill tliB rojiort nf tli(‘ National jMiisemn for 1884 I ])iiblislieii a short 
jiapermi th(‘ Eskimo throwiii^-stirks’MM th<‘ Dopartinont oi' Ethnolo.i;y. 
Tlio objoct of the arti(*l(‘ Avas to sliow how tli(‘ iiiettiods and problems 
of natural history are ai>i)li(*able to the iiroduets and apparatus of 
hninan industry, tbav we liad a honiogeiuMUis jieople in l>h»od and 
lan^uai^e, occupying' a. zotilogical area Avhich we (‘all hyjierliorean, and 
strotcliing ont to cov(‘r Labrador, Greenland, all Aretii* (hinada, and 
the shor(‘S of Alaska, from tlie JUacktuizie distri(*t all around to Mount 
8t. Elias. ItwasAvdth genuine pleasiiie that the author afterwards 
reciuved from Dr. Seler, iMr. ]\Iurdoeh, Dr. Htoljie, Dr. Uhle, 3Ir, Bahn- 
son, Mrs. Nnttall, and Dr, Mortillet tlnar own later contributions upon 
(he same ingcmious imtihanent, with tin* aeknowledgnumts that their 
luiblicatiou was stimulated by the ^G^]skimo pa,])(*r.”* 

In 8ci(uice, for October 80, 1801, 1 gave a brief descTiiition, without 
ligur(*s, of an examph‘ secured for me on Lakii Patzcuaro, IMexico, by 
Ca])t, John G. Bourke, IT. Army. The ap[iara(us was bought by 
this gentleman IVom a hnntei*, and may now be S(^en in the U. S. National 

^ AUnioxikaiiisrlu’t Wiirlbretter, von Dr. lOU. Selcr, Interujitioniiles Arcliiv fiir 
Etlino«ra]»lii(% lid. iii, 1890; atie history of the throwing-stick, which drilt(‘d from 
Alaska to (Ircenland, hy .hdin Mnrdocli, Am. Anthropologist, July, 1S90; lecher 
iiltmexikanische nnd slidamerikanisch(‘ Wnrf hrett(n’, von Dr. Iljalinar Stoljx*, in 
Storkliolm, Internal. Archiv f. Ethn(»g., lid. iii, 1890; reber elie AVurflndzen' eler 
Imliam^r Amcrikas, von Dr. Max Uhh‘, Mittlndl. d«‘r Anthrop. (Jesellstli. in Wien, 
liel. xvn, n. r., MI, 1887; reber siidanierikani.se ln^ Wnrrii<dze*r ini Kopenhageiier 
Mmseiim, von Kristian liahnson, Interuat. Arehn' f. lithnog., il, 18S9; Mrs. Zelia 
Nutlall, in a pajicr read before^ the AVoiiian’s Anfhrojiologieail Soedety in AVashington. 
entitled ^‘Tlic Atlatl or S])ear-Thrower of the Ancient Ab^xicans, Arch, and lOtliind, 
Papers of the Peabody Aluseum, I, No. 3; Les i>ro])iilseiirs a crochet inodcrnes et 
prchistoriijnes, par Adrien de Mortillet, Ih^v. Mensnelle do I’l^cole d’7\nth7*o]M>l(>gie 
de Paris, i, 15 aoAt 1891. 

Crocceiliiigs National M iiscMiin. A'ol. XA’l — No. 9112. 
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lliro\v(‘r is li lr<*( iiml lijis two jnigor- 

liolos ]ii (>j<M‘l in^*, oiH‘ IVoin 11 k*. 
and niH* from llu* ]v(l sidr. In my 
]>aix'r on tin* hlskimo st i(dc no rase 
ol‘ two li ni;(*rdiol(‘s o(*(*iirs, and tin* 
only (*\'ain|)l<‘ in wliicli a liiiiLirr 
lnd<* |)roj(*rts IVoin tin* sidr at all is 
tVoin Point Harrow. Siin*(* tin* pub 
brat ion, liow(*V(‘r, anot Ina* <p(‘riin(‘n 
roin(*s IVom (bxdc Iidrt. In Dr. 

Stol|K*'s pa)K*r is tin* (*\art. roiint(‘r- 
part (d‘ tin*. l>onrkr sprrim(*ii, only 
tbr latli'r lias no ornainrnt and isa 
prarti(*al (*\rry-day iniplrinriit Tor 
killiipi;’ dindcs. ddir sp(‘ar-slia ft is 10 
l*r(‘l loniLi*, ot* sl(*nd(‘r rain*, a ml lias a 
bob* at tln*an(*r (*nd Ibrtlir book 
of tbr tbi'o\\ ini;* st irk. 1dn* i;'ii 4 ' roll 
sists of tlirri* iron barbs, for all tbr 
world lik<* tb()S(* on tbr fkskiiiio I ri 
drill for \\al(*r fowl. 

M r. ( diarl(‘s 1 1. lb*ad rrad a pa]x*r 
on tbr lOtb of Alarrb, ISOl, b(‘forr 
tin* A lit bropolo!n*i(*al Institnti*, Lon 
don. b(‘iii‘i’an arronnl ol‘a (*ollrrtion 
<d’ i‘t linolo^’iral spri‘inn*ns loninl 
durinii’ \'a nr<niv(*r's voya.ui* in tin* 

Paritir Orraii. Aiiioni:' tin* illus- 
trations (J. Antbro]). Inst., Vol. 
x\i, PI. XI, bb‘!Li.s. I, In) or{*urs tin* 
jarlmi^ ol‘ an atlaiL oj inrbrs in 
IJ. Imp^tb, tbr sbortrst <d’ wbi(*b we 
I ^ bav(* any r(*rord. ddn* (b‘sri*ipt ion 
,l>■i^'(‘n by ]\Ir. lv(*a(l is as follows: 

“ Sprar-tbrow(*r of inodrrat<*ly 
bard, li.i;bt ('olored wood, pii*rrrd with two bob*s 
for tin* livst two hnii(*rs. Tin* 
book' is nnnb* ol‘ a pirn* of 
bonr, rnd(‘ly sbai)(*d. Tin* 
wbolr seems t<» have b(*en 
onri* roV(*red with r(*d rolor, 
now almost worn away, 
bh’om tin* bom* hook to tin* 
projertion at the broad end 
ot't In* iniid(*nn*nt is a shallow 
(*banm*l, as is nsnally Ibiiml. 
d'bis would s<*rm to In* tin* ‘Santa Parbara tlmov 
iim- stick* ol’tbe .MS. ralaloa'iie, both from its similaiitv in work to the 
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Sai)Ui liarbara spcciineiLs, and iVoiii tliefact that the otli(.*r tiirow- 
ing-stielvsin th(‘ collection correspond 
with their respective miinbers in tlie 
(‘atalogue.’^ 

Ac companying this specinieii in the 
same plate is a harx)oon bearing the 
following deseription (Fig. FI. xe) : 

‘^^Spear with loose head.'' 

iS^ow this VaneoiiV(‘r spi^eimen is 
identical in every point with the one 
from Lake Fatzenaro excepting its 
length, and ]K)intsat this moment to 
the most northern 
limit of the typ(‘j 
with linger holes on 
either side. Any- 
one fainiliar with 
tin*. a|)paratns will 
see at once that it 
will tit either the 
right or the left 
hand, while tin' 

. northern ty]>e will 
lit oidy oiu‘. hand, 

n nsiially the right. 

In Fl.xvii of my 
former paper two 
very interi^stiiig 
old si^eciniens are 
described fnnn the 
Tlingit or Kolos- 
(*han area about Sitka. One ot‘ 
these is ligiired in Fnsign NiblaclFs monograph 
(Smithsoidaii Fepoi t, Fart li, 1888, FI. xxvii. Fig. 

157). These specimens are very old, ai(‘, ('ovc*red 
vith totemie devices, and ie[)resent a decayed arl 
passed iido its niythie stage. Similai’ ai)paratns is 
shown in Mr. Uead’s paper (FI. xL, Figs.3 a, />, c. d,c). 

In this coniiecdion attention is drawn to a de\a’ce 
for throwing a bird or tish si>eai‘ found along the 
west coast of the United States, which slightly re- 
calls 31 r. Itead’sspc^eimen. It (‘onsists of a Hat piece 
of wood with notches for two fingers, and it is at- 
tached to the ei)d of a long si)car shaft. Historically tig. 6. 
this is not known to be cither i>arent or descendant ^ wasiiium.mstiUc. 
of th(‘- VaiK'ouvcr exam])le, but being found half u. s. Xai. M ils., C at. No. 
way between 31oiderey Fay and the^Tlingit area (E s. Swan.) 

it raises one of those inquiries which stimulate further research. 



Fig, 5. T’liniiiiniio\viii.ir 
ill" -.stick. . Criti.sli 
siMini. {C. II. lii ad). 







15ird ami fish har- 
.stair, DIakah In- 



